
HOPE Ministries seeks  
to help individuals  
explore patterns that 
may have developed 
over their lifetime and 
provide opportunities 
to allow Jesus to bring 
healing and hope to their 
lives in fresh ways. 

• Celebrating 10 Years: 
Spring Openhouse

• Farewell to Martha Beachy  
and Lynn & Sandra Miller

• Upcoming Seminar
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday & Friday  
8:00am—12:00pm
Hours will be changing soon.  
Check the website for updates.

John 1:14 says of Jesus, “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt (tabernacled in the Hebrew) 
among us…” and the people were able to 
behold his glory full of grace and truth. 
Jesus came to live among mankind to 
actively engage with them on a human 
level. He came to show us our Heavenly 
Father and be the way to the Father. He 
came to walk with us on a level that we can 
understand, to experience the trials and 
limitations we as people face. He was truly 
God in human flesh and was the perfect 
display of grace and truth working in 
perfect harmony.

I wonder how Jesus would do life if He 
were living among us in the 21st century. 
I wonder how He would orchestrate life 
juggling all the modern day demands, 
which often include things such as cell 
phones and social media? I wonder how 
He presently leads us to cope with these 
constant distractions that so often include 
those texts and phone calls that seem to 
demand an answer “right NOW!”? I wonder 
how He would help us to be fully present 
with our families and those with whom we 
are relating? I wonder how He would draw 
those of us who find social media so luring 
that we become lost in our own little world?

My wife and I have found the book Soul 
Keeping by John Ortberg very helpful in 
the challenge of learning to care for the 
most important part of us. He presents this 
thought from his mentor Dallas Willard: 
“What if we would be able to live life fully 
present with our Maker, our soul, and those 
around us?” What if we would make it a 

priority to “Be still, and know that I am God?” 

I’m afraid Satan is delighted with his 
success in using modern technology to 
steal, kill, and destroy our relationships 
and ability to be intimate with our Maker 
and those we dearly love. I find that it is  
so much easier to go to the phone and  
be bombarded by all  
kinds of stimulating 
information than to 
just be present and to 
be truly WITH those 
around me. I find it is 
easy to be absent even 
while present physically.

Please allow me to make some observations 
and you can take it to the proper conclusion 
for you. First, I believe the problem of 
loneliness and depression is closely linked 
to this issue, although it is not the root. I 
see it as another way for people to put up 
walls to protect their hearts from others 
getting too close. It keeps people away and 
it is easy to do without even intending for 
that to happen. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Secondly, I believe these patterns are 
an effective tool to avoid things that 
are difficult to face. It is a way to not 
have to think about our problems 
or decisions we are facing. It can 
deter us from primarily focusing on 
processing with God and listening for 
His solutions and comfort.

Thirdly, I have seen this problem  
as a major deterrent to marital 
and family intimacy. How many 
people can truthfully say that they 
experience their spouse as fully 
present for significant amounts of 
time regularly? How many children 

could say that they see their parents 
fully present as they do life with 
them? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if 
all of us would feel invited to share 
the things on our hearts with those 
closest to us? Wouldn’t it be such 
a gift if we would feel valued and 
special to the most influential people 
in our lives?

I know I have a lot to learn about this 
subject, but one goal for me in 2020  
is to learn to live life fully present 
with my Maker, my soul, my wife  
and others around me. Would you 
care to join me?
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In the next month, the transition 
will be made for Sheri Nisly  
to take over as secretary. 

We wish to thank Martha for 
her time of service with HOPE 
Ministries. She has contributed 

so much to the ministry with her 
commitment and faithfulness  
over the last three years, and  

we pray that God will bless her  
in special ways. 

We bless her on her journey  
as she goes from here.

FAREWELL  TO 

We are grateful to Lynn and Sandra for their 
years of service on the HOPE Ministries’ Board, 

and to Lynn for his position as Chairman.  
We have been blessed to have their 
participation in carrying the vision  

of HOPE Ministries. 

They will be greatly missed. We trust they  
will continue to impact people in the coming 

years. May God bless them richly. 

FAREWELL  TO 

Lynn & Sandra Miller

Martha Beachy

Is There a Way to Live Fully Present? 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

HEALING 
FOR THE HURTING

HEART

March 14–15, 2020
Saturday & Sunday 
10:00am — 4:30pm

Verdon, Nebraska  

Haven of Hope Church 

To RSVP
Call or email Al Garber: 

(660) 723-1014 or 
altongarber@gmail.com

HOPE MINISTRIES PRESENTS:

Visit kansasHOPEministries.com 
for more details including schedule, 

exact location, and topics presented.  



CelebratingCelebrating
2009 Nevin and Joann Nisly:

• Finished Training
• Moved to Kansas
• Founded HOPE Ministries
• Started Counseling

2010 • Began operating full-time
• Bought/remodeled house
• Established Board  

of Directors

Before
After2011

Achieved 501(c)3 status

2012 Built Hospitality Cottage



2013
Welcomed Edna Beachy  
as the first part-time secretary

2014
• Welcomed Crystal  

(Yoder) Miller as the new secretary
• Finished requirements to be a  

Caring for the Heart associate office
• Built Day Cottage

2016
2018

Welcomed  
Tracia Ropp  
as a fourth counselor

2019
Welcomed 
Sheri Nisly  
as the new 
secretary

2009-2019 Stats
• 16 Seminars: 

Hosting, presenting, 
or assisting 

• 8 Follow-Up Days 
or Retreats

• 434 Cases:  
268 Couples  
166 Singles

• 17 Premarital Cases
• Many Follow-up Cases

Mark your calendar

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF MINISTRY AT HOPE MINISTRIES IN PARTRIDGE, KANSAS.

Open House

• Welcomed Martha Beachy  
as the new secretary

• Welcomed Julian Nisly  
as a third counselor

MAY 3, 2020
SUNDAY AFTERNOON

More details to come.



My husband and I were greatly blessed in our time at HOPE 
Ministries with Nevin and Joann. We went with marriage 
refreshment in mind, as well as hoping to look into some 
deep struggles I was having in knowing my value and role as 
a wife. God visited us in powerful ways. 

We look back at it, several months down the road now, 
and still both shake our heads sometimes! Next to our 
conversions it was the most life-altering experience for 
us. We loved how Jesus was the focus and Nevin and Joann 
played as instruments in His hands bringing new and 
fresh understanding; helping us connect the dots. 

As we allowed Jesus into those dark, fogged up places of 
our hearts He brought us the beginnings of healing in such 
beautiful ways. It set us on a path of discovery in which we 
continue to grow. 

We loved each other before and had a strong marriage.  
We probably looked like one of those “good couples.”   
Alas the battles one can be waging deep inside— since  
being a little kid, hardly knowing it’s not normal, much  
less having a way of knowing how to bring voice to it— 
that was me. 

We found it very helpful to better understand the  
dynamics we each bring into our marriage relationship 
from our individual childhood experiences of home 

dysfunction, sexual violations, and atmospheres of control 
and performance. To have a third party help us identify these 
things for what they are and then be shown a path to freedom 
from them is invaluable. We highly recommend it. 

The discipleship, mentoring, and companionship that  Jesus 
gives us in many different ways as we seek to grow more and 
more into His image is a real gift. And for us HOPE Ministries 
filled that role in a dynamic way for which we praise God. 
We want to keep passing the blessings around to those we 
interact with on a daily basis.    

Jesus Brings Healing
MARRIED COUPLES’ TESTIMONY
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9 Couples
2 New Cases
4 Follow-Up Cases
3 Premarital Cases 

9 Men
3 New Cases
6 Follow-Up Cases

12 Ladies
6 New Cases
4 Follow-Up Cases
2 Intro Sessions

November Follow-Up Day
14 in Attendance

HOPE Ministries’ Activities
OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2019

We thank God for the 
generosity of many who 
helped meet the need of 
our financial shortfall. 

We appreciate each 
donation. May God bless 
you for partnering with 

us at HOPE Ministries!

Special T hank You
 JULIAN NISLY | BOARD TREASURER

“As we allowed Jesus 
into those dark, fogged 
up places of our hearts  

He brought us the  
beginnings of healing in 
such beautiful ways.”
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time with the Father. “And 
He said to them, ‘Come aside by 
yourselves to a deserted place  
and rest a while.’ For there were 
many coming and going, and they 
did not even have time to eat. So 
they departed to a deserted place 
in the boat by themselves.”  
(Mark 6:31-32 NKJV) 

Jesus saw value for Himself and His disciples in taking a break 
and getting away from the noise and the pressures of the daily 
grind. In creation, we see that God made provisions for rest. He 
does not want us to be Energizer bunnies, but wants us to be in  
a holy rhythm of work, play, and rest.   

We live in a culture and a society that is driven by doing, going, 
producing, and consuming. We often may find ourselves basing 
our value on what we can do and produce. In God’s eyes, our 
accomplishments typically aren’t that impressive. He loves us  
for who we are and wants us to be able to enjoy being His child.

 I think there are times when we need focused breaks and times  
of refreshment. But, I believe that even the best vacation needs  
to be maintained with daily times of solitude. As Anne Lamott says,  

“Almost everything will work again if you unplug it for a few minutes, 
including you.” 

Refreshment from the Clatter 
BY ARLEN MAST

Board Members
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We desire that no one is hindered from coming due to financial 
pressure. While we do not charge for counseling, we do invite 
individuals to ask the Lord what they could give towards the 
expenses. Typically, 70% of our yearly funding comes from 
sources other than clients.

As a 501(c)(3) organization, we are accountable to our board 
for the finances and the operation of HOPE Ministries. If you 
wish to know more details about our finances, please contact 
Julian Nisly, our treasurer, at 620-664-5304. 

We invite your prayers and 
financial support as the 
Lord lays it on your heart. 
Tax deductible receipts will 
automatically be issued for 
checks of $50 or more.  

Financial Information

Nevin & Joann Nisly Director

Arlen & Gloria Mast Chairman

Julian & Bertha Nisly  
Secretary/Treasurer

Gene L. Miller Board Member

Chris & Jolene Yoder   
Board Member

If you were to be a mouse that lives at our house, 
you would soon figure out that we generate a lot 
of noise. With seven people making their agendas 
known (some manners are more refined than others) 
above the noise of appliances, music, whimpering 
puppies, or whatever else can make noise, it can 
easily get loud. What is disconcerting at times is that 
I am getting used to it. I typically don’t think about 
it unless it gets too bad, or I get to a place where it is 
almost uncomfortably quiet.

Many of us are surrounded by constant racket. Some 
of it is our own choice; some of it is not. We listen to 
stuff as we drive. We pop in earbuds as we work. We 
are subjected to the in-store audio network as we 
shop. I wonder if sometimes this constant barrage 
of audio intake is overloading our systems and 
distracting us from who God created us to be.

“True silence is the rest of the mind, and is to the spirit what 
sleep is to the body, nourishment and refreshment. It is a 
great virtue; it covers folly, keeps secrets, avoids disputes, 
and prevents sin.” -William Penn 

Are we able to carve out periods of quietness that 
allows our spirit to refresh? Another way to look 
at it: is our current lifestyle sustainable? Jesus 
was surrounded by lots of people. Needy people. 
Demanding people. Hostile people. I believe He was 
surrounded with noise that we can hardly fathom. 
Repeatedly Jesus would retreat to the wilderness or 
go up on the mountain in search of solitude and quiet 

 WAYS TO DONATE
1. Visit the website 
2. Mail a check
3. Phone the office

Arlen & Gloria Mast 
Kendall, Tyler, Shanae, Becca, Kara


