
tem helps us understand what 
motivates our actions today.  

When we admit our hearts 

have been hurt and receive 

God’s comfort as we talk to 

Him in prayer, we can offer 

forgiveness at a much deeper 

level and inner change takes 

place.   

 

Who comes to  

HOPE Ministries?  
   

 We see a wide variety of 
people.  Many want to have 

their good marriages enriched, 

desiring to do what they can to 

improve it.  Often people want 

to understand better why they 

do the things they do, as well as 

understand their spouse better.  

We also see people who are in 
crisis and those who are stuck 

in various bondages. Many sin-

gles and young couples come 

desiring to build a solid founda-

tion for their lives or marriages.  

We’ve been privileged to do 

some premarital counseling 

also.  Because learning to walk a 
new path takes time, it is not 

unusual for people to return for 

follow up sessions. 

 
What does a typical marriage 

enrichment time or personal 

enrichment time at HOPE 

Ministries look like?   
 

  Typically we schedule five 3-

hour sessions in 2½-3 days.   

We ask local people to take at 

least 2 days off from work and 

the normal busyness of life to 

focus on this process, staying at  
 

Continued on page 2 

On a continual basis, we get 
questions about HOPE Ministries.  

Though we have published this 

before, we thought it would be 

good to refresh people about 

HOPE Ministries. 

 

What do you do?    
 

 When interacting with peo-

ple, we are unable to under-

stand people and their situa-

tions fully.  Therefore, we 

don’t like the word counseling 

to define what we do, but ac-

knowledge that Jesus is the 
Wonderful Counselor and 

Healer.  He understands peo-

ple’s strengths and weaknesses 

perfectly, He knows their 

situations, He knows what to 

do for every obstacle they face, 

and He gives them the power 

and the grace needed.  We 

don’t claim to do any of those. 
 Our goal is to walk alongside 

each individual attempting to 

understand the belief system, 

the pressures and difficulties 

they have faced, and the feel-
ings they have had.  We also 

seek to understand what 

trauma they have experienced 

both in the form of things done 

to them and through unmet 

needs.  As they gain under-

standing of this through prayer, 

people often 
begin to under-

stand the care 

of a personal 

Jesus, as well as 

an understand-

ing of their ac-

tions today.  

We also guide 

them toward releasing those 
who hurt them and coming 

into agreement with Jesus 

about themselves.  So what we 

do could be much more accu-

rately called marriage and/or 

personal enrichment time as 

we attempt to walk alongside 

people in processing things like 

this.  

 
Why look at the past and 
hurts we have had in our 

lives?  Is it really true that 

God doesn’t waste pain?  
 

Pain can cause much damage to 

our hearts and the devil loves 

to use it to rob people of life, 

joy, and peace.  He loves to 

tweak our thinking in the proc-

ess and often gets us to believe 

lies about ourselves and who 

God is.  In order to allow God 
to redeem our pain, it is neces-

sary to admit we’ve had pain 

and allow Him to enter it.  We 

will not do that if we avoid the 

pain we’ve experienced, The 

result will be denial, justifying 

our actions, and/or blaming 

others. We often are accus-
tomed to our own reactions 

because we experienced them 

while growing up, adopting the 

same habits and strongholds in 

our own lives because it seems 

so “normal.”  

We often don’t  

recognize the 
tendency to do 

this.  Looking at 

our past pain, the 

lies that may be 

residing in us, 

and our belief sys-
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Mission Statement: 

HOPE Ministries 

seeks to help indi-

viduals explore pat-

terns  that may have 

developed over their 

lifetime and provide 

opportunities to allow 

Jesus to bring healing 

and HOPE to their 

lives in fresh ways.   

CONTACT  

INFORMATION 

 

Phone: 

620-259-9390 

 

Office Hours: 

Mondays: 9:00-1:00 

Fridays: 9:00-1:00 
 

Email: 

hope4yourheart@gmail.com 
 

Website: 

nislysHOPEministries.com 
 

“Heaviness in the 

heart of man maketh 

it stoop:  but a good 

word maketh it 

glad.”  

Prov. 12:25 
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our cottage or a motel, making it more of 

a retreat.  This allows more progress to 

be made.  Single ladies meet with Joann 

and single guys with Nevin. Couples may 

meet with Nevin or with both of us. 

 

What is one of the greatest strongholds 

we encounter?  
 

 One of the strongholds that we see on 

a regular basis is the pressure to perform 

properly in order to be acceptable.  This 

shows up in comparison, concern about 

what people think, the need to do/be 

right, judgmentalism/criticism, etc.  These 

things put pressure on a person and lead 

to feelings of inadequacy, worthlessness, 

and often fear of failure.   Others go more 

to “I can’t be wrong,” perfectionism, are 

hard on themselves and become driven. 

There is often an underlying motivation to 

depend on a “Performance Mentality” in 

their Christian walk, resulting in an inabil-

ity to enjoy the grace that Jesus extends 

to them.  Jesus desires for us to see at a 

heart level the value and worth He places 

on us.  He longs to replace the “ perform-

ance bar” with a personal walk with Him.  

Through prayer, He desires to take us 

regularly to the ROOM OF GRACE 

where we experience His comfort and 

find mercy and grace to help in our need. 

(Hebrews 4:16). 
 

 

To understand more about HOPE Ministries, 

we invite you to visit our website at 

www.nislysHOPEministries.com.   
 

 

To understand more about the material 

we use, visit the home office website:  

www.caringfortheheart.com 

Another change is coming 
to HOPE Ministries… 

 

We are sorry to see Crystal Miller 
terminate her time as secretary.  
We have enjoyed her caring spirit 
and interest and support of the 
ministry.  We are thankful for her 
contribution and pray that God 
will bless her and her husband, 
John, as they anticipate what God 
has in store for them. 
 
We feel very blessed to have 
found a replacement for Crystal. 
Martha Beachy is currently train-
ing for the secretary position.  
Martha will be in the office on 
Monday and Friday mornings.  
She also has a caring heart and 
desires to show the love of Jesus 
to people.  Please pray for her as 
she learns the many different as-
pects of this position. 
  

 In May we had the privilege of speaking at the Northern Youth Programs 

Single Staff Retreat.  We felt honored to be part of the weekend. 

 We continue to have people staying in our overnight cottage which was 

built by the community four years ago.  We often hear comments  as to how 

people appreciate the cottage as a place of retreat.  Our small cottage is a 

place to rest and relax for day-use people .  It is also often used for watching 

DVD’s.  We are thankful to have these two buildings on our property. 

 We appreciate our Board Members who offer much moral support to us. 

We attempt to have 3-4 meetings each year.  The members are active in help-

ing to make decisions for the ministry, representing the larger community. 

 August 25-28, 2016 - Nevin and Joann will be presenting a seminar in Harri-

son, Arkansas at Cornerstone Mennonite Church. If interested in more info, 

contact Melvin or Amber Yoder at 870-414-1136 or 870-754-4286. 

 September 18-22, 2016 - Nevin and Joann will be assisting with a Caring For 

The Heart Seminar by John Regier in Kalona, IA, at the Upper Deer Creek 

Church.  More info can be found at www.caringfortheheart.com. 

 November 5-8, 2016 - Nevin and Joann will attend the Caring For the 

Heart Annual Conference in Palm Bay, Florida.  See 

www.caringfortheheart.com for more information. 

 

 
For those interested in purchasing Joann’s devo-
tional book, God Is Gracious: A Devotional to En-

courage Walking in His Grace, the price is $12.95 + 

tax/shipping where applicable. This can be ordered 
at www.nislybooksales.com or call Nevin Nisly at 620

-899-0719. 

HOPE Ministries Events 

In the last 3 months HOPE Ministries 

has had: 

 

  2 new couple cases 

  2 new single cases 

  12 follow-up couple cases 

  2 follow-up single cases 

  1 Premarital case 

Common Questions—Continued from page 1 OFFICE CHANGES 

 

HOPE Ministries 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 
 

Mondays and Fridays: 

9:00-1:00 

God arms me with 
strength, and he makes my 

way perfect. 
Psalm 18:32 (NLT) 



 When I was in my teens I prided my-

self in being the strong girl. I liked to pro-

tect anyone who was vulnerable. Most 

times it was my mom. When she and my 

dad had a disagreement, it always involved 

me. My mom hated conflict, so she'd leave 

the room and I always stepped up to the 

challenge of fighting for her. It felt like her 

happiness depended on me. This made me 

feel needed. I'd get angry at the people 

with whom she was angry. She struggled 

with depression for as long as I can re-

member. When I was a young teenager, 

she told me about her suicide thoughts. I 

was scared and subconsciously took re-

sponsibility for making sure she would be 

safe. I stayed home with her often, listen-

ing to her struggles. I felt extreme anger 

towards my dad, but never for my mom. 

We were so close and without me realizing 

it, I used her as my savior. If I kept her 

alive, I'd always be OK.  

 Then she had a heart attack. I felt the 

need to take full responsibility for raising 

my younger siblings as well as running the 

house. There was a sense of pride because 

I was the one my siblings usually came to 

for help. I felt so strong and protective. If 

my dad tried to correct one of my siblings, 

it usually ended up in an argument between 

him and me. My mom continued on a 

downward spiral with her health and de-

pression. I started feeling depressed as 

well, and my anxiety worsened which I 

shrugged off. I knew that when my mom 

died, I would want to die as well. She'd tell 

me I can live without her; my siblings saw 

me as their mom and they needed me. She 

would also tell people that she didn't know 

what she would do without me. After she 

received many more health diagnoses and I 

thought for a while that I would lose her, I 

mentally collapsed. I had extreme anxiety 

over small things and prayed to just die. I 

got anxiety attacks over anything related to 

someone dying. I felt like I was inside a 

cloud of darkness, trying to appear normal 

and strong. People had always talked about 

my smile so I tried to keep one plastered 

on my face. I started feeling anger at peo-

ple for absolutely no reason. I rarely went 

to social events. My mom couldn't handle 

my fears, telling me I depended too much 

on her and she sometimes felt like she 

simply couldn’t take it anymore. This felt 

like a slap in the face. I thought I could 

always rely on her and now she let me 

down.  

 Feeling desperate, I finally decided to 

get counseling. I expected to deal with 

issues involving my anxiety, my dad's 

anger and my rocky relationship with my 

older sister. One of the first issues that 

came up was my need to protect and what 

was causing it. God had laid it on my 

heart to bring up an incident.  It was 

through this particular memory that He 

also showed me why I have this strong 

need to protect and try to keep people 

happy.  Joann showed me a drawing of 

Jesus holding a baby and it really spoke to 

my heart. I always felt a need to be held 

and loved and protected. She asked me if I 

think Jesus would expect that baby to 

protect Him. I laughed at the absurdity of 

it.  

 Jesus showed me a lot of things during 

that week. I realized I had an unhealthy 

emotional relationship with my mom, 

believing it was up to me to care for her. 

Jesus also showed me that He really did 

care for me and He loved me more then 

anyone else loved me. I understood better 

what salvation meant and wasn’t scared of 

Him anymore, yet  still didn’t trust Him to 

take care of my mom. I went home ex-

cited about my new relationship with 

Jesus. Immediately, my mom’s problems 

hit me again. I stepped into the protector 

role and kept living life the old way.  

 Several months later my parents went 

on a trip. I noticed a change in myself, 

feeling closer to Jesus then ever. I actually 

felt alive and happy, wanting to be with 

people. It felt good to not have to take 

care of mom. When my parents came 

home, I started feeling anger and resent-

ment towards my 

mom. When she 

talked to me, I’d 

seethe inside that 

she thought I had 

to care for her. I 

was thankful for 

my job which 

allowed me to get away from her. I was 

suddenly tired of her. They had a lot of 

business trips to take over the next few 

months and it seemed those trips never 

lasted long enough. I hated feeling this 

way towards my mom. It seemed wrong.  

 My time came for a follow-up and 

unexpectedly, God directed us straight to 

the mother issues again. Jesus showed me 

that He never intended for us humans to 

wear each other’s issues. I began to under-

stand I was really trying to keep my mom 

from being human by trying to keep her 

out of her depression. It was difficult for 

me to see this as wrong. 

  I struggled with giving my mom and 

her issues to Jesus.  It was suggested that 

I list all the things that could happen if I 

quit taking care of her.  I was encouraged 

to “wrestle” as long as I needed. I was left 

alone to do this, and I fought against it, 

weighing out all the “could happens.” I 

got so fearful and worked up I couldn't 

think straight. I tried to talk sense into 

myself. Suddenly the words of my favor-

ite hymn started playing in my mind, “My 

Jesus I Love Thee.” I got out my journal 

and wrote out the lyrics. God showed me 

I could trust Him. For Him, I would re-

sign all the follies of sin. I love Him be-

cause HE is my Savior and died for me. 

I'd love Him when life is good and I'd 

love Him when life was bad. Then in 

mansions of glory, it will all be over and 

I'd have endless delight. He showed me 

that He was what I needed, He would take 

care of me, and He wanted to take the 

place in my heart that I had given to my 

mom all these years. He showed me that I 

can put all the “could happens” into a 

cage which He'd chain up. I'd never have 

to take them again and He'd take care of 

them from now on. He said He would 

walk with me into my future; no matter 

what happens, He would always be with 

me. I accepted His offer and I felt so 

much peace! It was like a heavy weight 

was lifted off of me. This all took place in 

30 minutes and Joann told me it was like 

witnessing a miracle when she saw me 

several minutes later, completely resigned 

to God's will.  

I am now loving life. My anxiety is 

pretty much nonexistent. I love peo-

ple, and  feel loved because suddenly 

it seems people want to be around 

me. A few people told me things 

like, “You seem more confident” 

and “You look so happy.” They’ve 

said I have changed and they like it. I 

can accept compliments because it really 

isn't my work. It is Jesus living in me 

doing the work.  

 My mom is still depressed; she still 

talks to me about her issues, but I don't 

make them my issues anymore. I have no 

desire to take back that responsibility. I 

directed my parents toward getting help 

for my mom and they plan to do so. Even 

if they don't, I’m not responsible. I still 

have issues to work through, but I think 

God saw I wouldn't be able to deal with 

them while I carried my mom's issues. It's 

amazing how God works and I am excited 

for my future. 

A Testimony of God’s Work—anonymous 
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Jesus showed me 

that I could put all 
the “could happens” 

into a cage which 
He would chain up. 



 

Understanding Our 

Abba Father 
 

 What is our heart’s view of our 

Heavenly Father?  It makes a huge dif-

ference on how we live life.  As A. W. 

Tozer put it, “What comes to our 

minds when we think about God is the 

most important thing about us.”  It 

truly does shape our lives and getting a 

correct view of God is an important 

step in experiencing His grace and 

peace. 

 Jesus came to show us the Abba 

Father, to bring us to the Father, and 

to accomplish the Father’s plan of pro-

viding redemption for us and a rela-

tionship with Him.  What does this 

mean?  Jesus came to proclaim the 

 
Our desire is that no one will be excluded from opportunity for sessions because of finances.  All counseling is done on a do-

nation basis, and this plus the gifts of God’s people, allow us to be full time in this ministry.  We are grateful for all who have 

stood with us in so many ways and do trust in God's continuing provision.  As a 501(c)(3) organization, we are accountable to 

our board for the finances and the operation of HOPE Ministries.  If you wish to know more details about our finances, please 

contact Julian Nisly, our treasurer, at 620-664-5304. As God leads you to think about HOPE Ministries, please pray for us, and 

if He prompts you to join in our financial support, donations can be made in several ways as stated below.   Tax deductible 

receipts will automatically be issued for checks of $50 or more.   
 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Helping Overcome with Purpose and Encouragement 

good news.  He came to heal the bro-

kenhearted. He came to set the cap-

tives free.  In other words, He came to 

give us all that we need to have victory 

over our spiritual issues, healing for 

our emotional issues, and deliverance 

from the enemy issues—He came to 

give us abundant life as we come and 

walk with Him.  He invites us to come 

to Him, receive comfort and truth 

from Him, carry His yoke, and He gives 

us REST for our souls.  Yes, He truly 

redeems and restores and is all we 

need for life and godliness (II Pet. 1:3). 

 Yet we often find ourselves perform-

ing from a deep-seated belief that we 

must do something to be acceptable to 

God.  We find ourselves focusing on 

the performance of others.  We dole 

out affirmation and love if someone 

“deserves” it because that is what gave/

gives us the feeling of being acceptable. 

 Is there another way that combines 

(as Jesus did) grace and truth?  Is it 

possible that God is standing with open 

arms ready to embrace us as we are? 

Does He really want to pour out His 

abundant love as we sit in His lap, invit-

ing us to walk this journey with Him?  I 

believe He has storehouses of grace to 

pour on those who are willing to be 

open and vulnerable with Him. This 

allows that grace to be passed on to 

others.  What a privilege to be a con-

duit of His grace! 

   By Nevin  Nisly 

Donations can be done in various ways: 

Send to: 

HOPE Ministries 

Box 103 

Partridge, KS 67566 
 

Call 620-259-9390 to use Credit Card 
 

Go to our website and use the donation 

button through Paypal. 

HOPE Ministries Board Members: 

 

Nevin & Joann Nisly—director 

Lynn & Sandra Miller—Board Chairman 

Julian & Bertha Nisly—Sec./Treasurer 

Arlen & Gloria Mast—Vice Chairman 

Ray & Gina Miller—Board Member 

Gene Miller—Board Member 

Reminders: 

 
HOPE Ministries is set up to ac-

cept credit card donations.  If 

you wish to do this, please call  

620-259-9390. 

 

Do you order things from Ama-

z o n ?   I f  y o u  go  t o 

smile.amazon.com, you can 

choose HOPE Ministries as your 

charity.  Amazon will donate a 

small % of your purchases to 

HOPE Ministries in this way.  

 

If you are local and shop at Dil-

lons, you can log onto https://

www.d i l lons . com/account /

enrollCommunityRewardsNow.  

You can enter HOPE Ministries 

as your charity and a % of your 

purchases will go toward the 

ministry. 


