
 

part of His work in people's 

lives. 

 In this issue, we are fea-

turing a couple activities that 

we recognize as valuable for 

this "maintenance" process.  

Enjoy the pictures and com-

ments from the Follow-Up 

Retreat we hosted this past 

fall, as well as information 

about the upcoming John 

Regier seminar.   There are 

the four evening sessions 

of the seminar which we 

hope you can take advantage 

of attending.  There is a 

Training Day where the 

focus is on how you can help 

others.  Finally, there is a 

Youth Day, designed espe-

cially for youth, pastors, and 

youth workers.  This is focus 

on youth preparing for and 

making life-changing deci-

sions, including marriage.  

We ask that you register for 

each event to help us prop-

erly plan for this seminar.  

May God bless you as you 

seek His will for major 

breakthroughs, growth, and 

maintenance in your life! 

A  few years ago, I bought 

a used pickup.  It had 

been rebuilt because it was 

in an accident, and it was 

now ready for me to use.  I 

was able to enjoy a "man's" 

vehicle--I even had a way to 

pull my camper and haul 

stuff!  As time went on, lo 

and behold, there was more 

to do than just enjoy my 

truck.  I had to service and 

do maintenance on it regu-

larly if I wanted to keep it in 

good  working condition. 
 We personally have 

found that to  be true in our 

lives.  When we had our 

own "watershed" times in-

cluding our personal 

counseling, we 

e x p e r i en c e d 

major break-

t h r o u g h s .  

We also are 

finding it very 

important to 

do regular 

"maintenance" 

to keep on the 

path and grow in 

our walk with our Lord, al-

lowing the sanctification 

work He wants to do in our 

hearts. 
 HOPE Ministries has the 

vision of being a stepping 

stone for people in their 

journey.  We want to assist 

people in overcoming some 

major obstacles and encour-

age them in their walk with 

the Lord.   Our goal is to 

walk with people and help 

them connect in new and 

deeper ways with the Coun-

selor who will be with them 

in a personal way.  He will 

assist and guide them as they 

continue their walk with 

Him. 
 In addition to time spent 

with people, we are con-

cerned that there is contin-

ued "maintenance". We de-

sire that everyone has some-

one who under-

s t ands  the i r 

heart, their 

c o u n s e l i n g 

experience,  

and walks  

with them--

"being Jesus 

with skin on. "   

We see the 

need for annual 

seminars and follow-

up retreats to help in this 

process.  There are many 

more resources; we realize 

we are only a tiny part of the 

picture, but we thank God 

for the opportunities to be a 

KEEPING ON!—by Nevin Nisly 
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HOPE Ministries 

Highlights 
A brief glance: 

 Leland and Edna Beachy 
talk about the value of 

premarital counseling 
 

 Board member, Ray Miller, 

talks about living at the 
cross 

 

 Note the information about 

the upcoming Seminar with 
guest speaker, John Regier 

 

Mission Statement: 

HOPE Ministries 

seeks to help indi-

viduals explore pat-

terns  that may have 

developed over their 

lifetime and provide 

opportunities to allow 

Jesus to bring healing 

and HOPE to their 

lives in fresh ways.   

CONTACT  
INFORMATION 

 
Phone: 

620-259-9390 
 

Email: 
hope4yourheart@gmail.com 

 

Website: 
nislysHOPEministries.com 

 

Address: 
HOPE Ministries 

Box 103 
Partridge, KS 67566 

HOPE Ministries 

wants to assist  

people in overcoming 

some major  

obstacles and encour-

age them in their walk 

with the Lord.    

COTTAGE FUND 
 

To date, the cottage 

fund has $20,056.72 of 

the projected $35,000.    

If God is prompting you 

to help with this pro-

ject, send your donation 

to the address below. 



“Caring For The Heart” Seminar—hosted by HOPE Ministries 

The Value of Preparation—by Leland and Edna Beachy 
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 We weren’t sure if we had time to 

go through the premarital classes, but 

after our personal sessions, we knew we 

could only benefit by finishing with the 

premaritals.  The book we would be 

working through looked somewhat over-

whelming, but we took one session at a 

time.  Some chapters were easy - just a 

review of things we had previously dis-

cussed while dating, yet others were 

more intense.  The homework assign-

ments were so good for us.  Sometimes 

we separately answered questions on 

how we felt or viewed things and later 

discussed them together.  We covered 

many areas we otherwise would have 

'assumed' we felt the same about and 

would have left un-discussed.  We talked 

with both of our parents, asking them for 

areas of our lives that should be looked 

at before marriage and also asked for 

their blessing.  We also looked at differ-

ences in our families and how this would 

affect our marriage.   

 Praying through things as a couple in 

the Spiritual Connection chapter was 

tough at first, but the results brought us 

closer together.  We chose to be thor-

ough in our homework and also open 

with Nevin and Joann so our marriage 

could be what it is meant to be.  They 

pointed out things that would be a strug-

gle for us and gave us the 'tools' to 

change the direction of our 'normal' 

tendencies by going to Jesus.  We were 

able to leave with the confidence that we 

CAN do this with Jesus.  We knew we 

would have struggles and conflicts, and 

would unintentionally hurt each other, 

but we were given the tools needed to 

care for each other.   

 I'd like to recommend that if you’re 

engaged, or headed in that direction, 

that you would consider scheduling 

time to work through the CFTH Pre-

paring for Marriage book.  Marriage is 

meant to be a testimony of Christ & His 

Bride (the church).  Satan is adamant 

about destroying marriages - let’s do 

what we can to be prepared! 

   - Edna Beachy 

FEBRUARY 24-27, 2013 

Ramada Inn, 1400 N. Lorraine, Hutchinson, KS 

7:00-9:30 p.m.   

Thursday, FEBRUARY 28, 2013 

―Caring For The Heart‖ Training Day 

Plainview Mennonite Fellowship Hall  

5610  W. Trail West Rd., Hutchinson, KS 

9:00-4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, MARCH 2, 2013 

Youth Day (for Youth, Pastors, and Youth Workers) 

Plainview Mennonite Fellowship Hall 

9:00-4:30 p.m. 
 

Doors open 45 min. before each event for registration;  

A freewill offering will be taken at all events. 
 

 NO CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED 

Guest Speaker: 

John Regier 

If you are in-

terested in a 

counseling 

slot, please 

call to reserve 

a spot.  Regis-

tration is re-

quired, as well 

as attendance 

at the evening 

sessions. 

SEMINAR TOPICS  
(Sunday-Wednesday evenings) 

 
 Twelve Reasons We Cannot Show Sympathy 
 Resolving Bitterness 
 Resolving Emotional Pain  
 Resolving Pressure Patterns 
 Resolving Depression  
  Resolving Abuse 
 Resolving Moral Failure 
 Developing Emotional Intimacy 

TRAINING DAY TOPICS  
How Jesus Reached Into People’s 

Hearts 
Compassion 
Proper Attitudes to Demonstrate 

in Counseling 
Focus on a Client 
Resolving Emotional Issues 
Resolving Depression 
Resolving Sexual Addiction 
Premarital Counseling 

YOUTH DAY TOPICS  
Wrong Motives for Marriage 
Walking Together in Harmony 
Understanding Each Other’s Emo-

tional Issues 
Purity in Preparing for Marriage 
Developing Emotional & Spiritual 

Connection in Dating 

Check website or 

contact us about 

Seminar  

Lodging Rates  

at area motels. 

Please REGISTER 

for EACH event 

you wish to  

attend by 

FEB. 10, 2013 

FOR REGISTRATION or brochures, contact Julian or Bertha Nisly at 620-664-5304  

or email: hope4yourheart@gmail.com 



 
 When my fiancé and I were talking 

about marriage, we pondered on how we 

could improve the rough areas in our 

lives. We also discussed how we can have 

a complete union in Christ. We asked 

ourselves, ―Is counseling the answer?‖ As 

time went on, she made the decision that 

she wanted to go for at least the personal 

sessions. I wrestled with the thought for 

a while because the word ―counseling‖ 
just gnawed at me. I didn’t think I needed 

it – I thought everything was fine. I was 

so afraid of what my friends would think 

of me and the people with whom I work  

from day to day. Every time I heard that 

someone was taking counseling, I 

thought, ―Oh dear, they’ve hit rock bot-

tom.‖ After thinking about it some more, 

I decided to give it a try. I’m not sure 

what tripped me, but I believe God was 

working on my heart.                    

     I thought, ―If nothing else, I can tell 

them my feelings.‖ Often times I felt like I 

was drifting in my devotional life. As life 

kept getting busier, my devotions were 

pushed aside – my prayer life was rough. I 

just did it because I had to, basically to 

please other people. It was hard for me 

to focus on what I read in the Bible – I 

got all these other thoughts in my head. 

Often I felt like I was so distant from God 

and didn’t know why. I actually believed 

that this is normal life. I also like to hear 

other people’s thoughts or opinions be-

fore I make my own. I struggled with 

being a leader at different events. Some-

times certain issues at work would keep 

me stirring for days, just tearing me 

down. For some reason though, I always 

performed under pressure. I made things 

work because I didn’t want to look bad. I 

would always go the second mile. Often 

times I would not attend some social 

events for fear of being questioned. I 

would rather just stay at home. 

     After the first few sessions at HOPE 

Ministries, I was blown away. I had no 

idea that I was carrying so much pain and 

hurt in my life. I was basically weighted 

down with sin and guilt. I often had back 

pains for unknown reasons. As we got to 

talking about my life, we discovered 

areas of bondage from my past.  We 

rebuked Satan’s strongholds and prayed 
for freedom from these areas and gave 

the ground back to Jesus.  

     Three years before this, I had be-

come a Christian. At that 

time I felt Jesus move a 

mountain of sin out of my life 

and He put it at the foot of 

the cross and told me that 

my sins were erased. I was 

transformed into a new man. 

It was such an awesome feel-

ing – I cried for hours to Jesus about it. 

He showed me the True love that I 

wanted to taste for so many years. I had 

never been so emotionally connected as 

I was during that time. As these last 3 

years went by, I noticed my habits going 

back to some of my old life, my old rou-

tine. The devil sometimes said to me, 

―This won’t hurt you; if you do this one 

time, nobody will find out about it - just 

go ahead and try it; you will be pleased 

with it.‖ Most of the time I could fight 

the devil off just by simply praying to 

God, but when I was weak, he would 

creep in again. The battle just kept get-

ting harder and harder.  I could not com-

municate with God like I used to; it felt 

like there was a wall between us. Previ-

ously, I had serious spiritual battles with 

the devil. Fighting with the demons – 

they were introduced to me when I was 

in 6th grade in school by a friend. Little 

did I know then what effect it would 

have on my life, but it has been an on-

going battle. I’m thankful God led me to 

HOPE Ministries to find release from 

Satan’s strongholds in my life. Along 

with this, God has removed the pain in 

my back!! 

    Am I thankful that we took Premari-

tal Counseling? Yes, I was able to work 

with these issues before we got mar-

ried. We now understand the reasons 
behind the way we react and respond 

to our life situations. They taught us 

how to pray together and to help each 

other when we’re in a 

―down‖ time. Seeing and 

feeling each other’s pain, 

we now have keys to be 

sensitive to our needs 

and to help each other 

flourish. We were also 

given life ―tools‖ to put in 

our toolboxes so we can pull them out 

when we need them. Premarital coun-

seling has given us a better understand-

ing of what it means to have a marriage 

bond as ―one‖ – to be spiritually, emo-

tionally, and physically connected. 

     I thank God for leading us to HOPE 

Ministries even though I didn’t want to 

go for fear of what my friends would 

think of me or what effect the word 

―counseling‖ would do to my life. We 

need to look past all these earthly 

things and ask ourselves, ―Do you want 

to know the heart of God on a deeper 

level? Do you want to know how to 

have a clear and consistent communica-

tion line open with Him?‖ Do you want 

to understand your spouse’s heart and 

know how to help care for it?‖      

 “…thou shalt find Him, if thou seek 

Him with all thy heart and with all thy soul” 

Deuteronomy 4:29 

                  - Leland Beachy                                          

The Value of Preparation—continued 
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In October, HOPE Ministries hosted their first Follow-Up Retreat, 

which was birthed out of seeing a need to provide a ―maintenance‖ 

opportunity for those who have come through HOPE Ministries.  This 

faith venture took place at Cross Wind Conference Center in Hess-

ton, KS, and we had around 60 people attending.  It was an encourag-

ing weekend as people from different walks of life came to be re-

freshed, renewed and revived in their visions.  There was a variety of 

session times, personal time, visiting opportunities and time for prayer 

with one another.  See some short testimonials on the back page. 

HOPE Ministries Follow-Up Retreat—continued on back page 

“AM I THANKFUL 
THAT WE TOOK 

PREMARITAL 
COUNSELING?” 



From a Board Member: 

 

 
 

LIVING AT THE CROSS 

 The cross has long been a symbol of 

salvation in the Christian faith, and rightly 

so.  This was God’s means of providing for 

the single greatest need of humanity – 

saving us from our sins.  While the for-

giveness of sin is the greatest need of 

every person, the cross of Jesus does an 

ongoing work in our lives beyond our 

initial salvation experience.  Even though 

the sacrifice of Jesus was ―once for all‖, 

learning to live at the cross will continue 

to fulfill our needs each day as we walk 

with the Father. 

 In Matthew 12:28, Jesus says, ―Come 

to me, all you who are weary and bur-

dened, and I will give you rest.‖  While 

these burdens include the burden of sin 

we carry before we are saved, I believe it 

also includes the cares and worries of life 

that we tend to get caught up in from time 

to time.  When Jesus invites us to bring 

these to Him, He is inviting us to meet 

 

Our desire is that no one will be excluded from meeting with us because of finances.  All counseling is done on a donation 

basis, and this plus the gifts of God’s people, allow us to be full time in this ministry.  God has been faithful in supplying our 

needs and because of His people, we ended the 2012 year in the black.  We are grateful for all who have stood with us in so 

many ways and do trust in God's continuing provision.  As a 501(c)(3) organization, we are accountable to our board for the 

finances and the operation of HOPE Ministries.  If you wish to know more details about our finances, please contact Julian 

Nisly, our treasurer, at 620-664-5304. As God leads you to think about HOPE Ministries, please pray for us, and if He prompts 

you to join in our financial support, donations can be made in several ways as stated below.   Tax deductible receipts will be 

issued.   
 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Helping Overcome with Purpose and Encouragement 

Him at the cross and let Him take care of 

those burdens as well. 

 The cross of Jesus is the greatest dem-

onstration of love that has ever been dis-

played to mankind.  If we learn to view and 

experience the cross properly, we cannot 

help but see the love that Jesus and the 

Father have for us.  The sacrifice that Jesus 

was willing to provide did away with the 

old procedure of only the high priest being 

allowed to meet with God and intercede 

for the people, and gave us direct access to 

the Father’s love.  It is at the foot of the 

cross where we can come and experience 

this love daily.  When we look at what 

Jesus did on the cross for us, it is humbling, 

yet freeing; agonizing, yet victorious; grue-

some, yet beautiful.   The cross is where 

we find the freedom, hope, and love that 

we so desperately need to enjoy the lives 

with which God has blessed us. 

 The work of HOPE Ministries, in many 

cases, is helping people experience the 

love of the Father in a new and more per-

sonal way.  Learning to experience more 

of what Jesus Christ is offering us at the 

cross has been a helpful way for me to 

enjoy the love of the Father in my own life.  

Let’s embrace the cross, certainly for the 

salvation it provides for us, but also for the 

loving relationship with God, our Father, 

that it has provided for us as well. 

 

Ray works at B&B Hydraulics in Hutchinson and Gina 

is employed part-time at Partridge Grade School.  
Quinton is 11 yr. old and in 6th grade and Braxton is 7  
and in 1st grade.  They attend Plainview Church and 
enjoy interacting with family & friends. Ray and Gina 

have served on the HOPE Ministries Board since Janu-
ary 2012. 
 

Donations can be sent to: 

HOPE Ministries 

Box 103 

Partridge, KS 67566 
 

OR 
Go to our website and use the donation 

button through Paypal. 

HOPE Ministries Board Members 

 

Nevin & Joann Nisly—Director 

Lynn & Sandra Miller—Board Chairman 

Julian & Bertha Nisly—Sec./Treasurer 

Arlen & Gloria Mast—Vice Chairman 

Ray & Gina Miller—Board Member 

Gene Miller—Board Member 

FOLLOW-UP RETREAT 
continued 

Ray and Gina Miller  

Quinton and Braxton 

“I especially enjoyed connecting 

with others and seeing others 

connect.” 

“The weekend retreat was  an excellent 
„get away‟ time to refresh and get 

away from the cares of life.  The teach-
ing sessions…, assignments, evalua-
tions, testimonies and visiting with 
participants was SO VALUABLE.” 

“It was a very good weekend for me 

to be reminded of the tools God has 

given us, a renewing time, a cleansing 

time, a very awesome group of peo-

ple!  It was very encouraging.” 


