
heart.  I am a work in pro-

gress for sure!  I am excited 

to see God opening my heart 

in ways totally unknown to 
me before. 

 More currently, I have be-

gun to have a  deeper under-
standing of a personal Jesus.  I 

was watching a little toddler 

that really wanted to walk but 

hadn’t mastered that skill yet.   
She would get up, stand a bit, 

and then let out some garble 

and then fall down.  She tried 
several times, and then Dad 

extended both hands and she 

grabbed onto his fingers.  He 
walked along with her and she 

walked very successfully (and 

gleefully).  This was a living 

illustration of the words in 
German from the song “Take 

Thou, My Hand O Father, and 

Lead Thou Me.”  In German, 
the idea is that our prayer is 

that the Lord hold me with his 

hands,  for without Him I can-

not take a single step; also ask-
ing that in His grace He wrap 

my weak heart and make it 

finally quiet in joy and pain, let-
ting me, the weak child, rest at 

His feet. 

 His tender but strong, pro-
tective, guiding, loving hands 

are around me; I do not need 

to walk alone! As Moses in-

structed Israel, "Don't be 
afraid...Stand still...The Lord will 

fight for you..." (Exodus 14:13-

14).  I invite you to also take 
the hands of Jesus and experi-

ence His grace, acceptance, 

patience, and gentleness.  

W 
e continue to be 

amazed by the 

w a y  J e s u s 
works—how He invites us to 

come to Him; how He gives 

rest to the weary, burdened 
heart; how He heals the pain 

in our hearts; and how He 

cares for us.  It is always ex-
citing when hope is restored 

and guilt and shame are re-

moved by a loving Father.  

We rejoice when the truth of 
Scripture goes from the head 

to the heart and the heart 

can began to believe it. 
 A passage that has often 

been misunderstood is Jer. 

17:9 (KJV), “The heart is de-

ceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked.  Who can 

know it?”  The heart can lead 

us astray; it does not know 
what is best for us; and it is 

not safe to live out of our 

feelings.  Most of us are in 
tune with our natural bent 

toward self-focus and pleasing 

our flesh.  But is the heart 

our enemy?  Should we be 
vigilantly beating it down?  

The next phrase “and desper-

ately wicked” should be 
translated “ fatally sick or 

mortally wounded”.  It’s hurt-

ing!  It’s sickly!  It needs care, 

it needs understanding, it 

needs someone to pay atten-

tion to and walk alongside in 

its healing.  I believe that is 
the heart of our Father who 

sent His son to walk among 

men and show who God is 
and how He works.  By the 

way, He does know our 

hearts and understands it 

much better than even we 
ourselves do. 

 Last August, Joann and I 

were privileged to process 
some of my issues with a 

CFTH counseling couple.  I 

was able to understand in a 
much deeper way some of 

the pressures and hurts that 

formed my belief system, and 

got a glimpse of what Jesus 
wants to do with them.  I was 

blessed to have Jesus put His 

robe on me and have the 

clothing of shame and inade-

quacy removed.  Satan had 
robbed from the heart Jesus 

gave me and Jesus is restoring 

confidence and joy to my 
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HOPE Ministries is excited to host 

Allen Miller as guest speaker. 

  
Allen and his wife, Carolyn, were 

instrumental in helping Joann on her 

healing journey as well as doing pre-

marital counseling with Nevin and 

Joann. 
 

 

November 6-8, 2015 
 

King Street Center 

Partridge, KS 

 
 

Topic: 
Conflict Resolution: 

Discover and Apply Biblical Solu-

tions for  

Resolving Personal and  

Marital Conflicts 

Session Times: 

 
Friday 5:30-6:30 Seminar Registration  

 6:30-9:00 Evening Session 

Sat. 8:30-9:00—Donuts & Coffee 

  9:00-12:00– Session 

     Testimony: Grant Bontrager 

  12:00-1:00- Lunch 

  1:00-4:00—Session 

           Testimony: Samuel/Susan Yoder 

Sun. 3:00-6:00—Session 

            Testimony:Tim/Margretta Yoder 

  

This seminar is suitable for ages 13 

and up unless parents are present. 

 

Please Register by Sunday, Oct. 25 
 

Call or email HOPE Ministries for 

more info.  Contact info on front. 
 

No Childcare will be provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Allen and Carolyn Miller from Ar-

thur, Illinois, have served 6 1/2 years 

in full time prison ministry, 8 1/2 

years with Northern Youth Programs 

and 8 1/2 years at Eagle Wings Disci-

pleship Ministries.  Today, Allen, a 

licensed minister serves as the Princi-

pal and Administrator of Pleasant 

View School in Arthur, Illinois.   

If you have been through HOPE Ministries, and need a time of 

refreshment, a time of re-evaluation, a time of inspiration and re-

lating to others on the same journey, you may be interested in 

this opportunity. 
 

March 11-13, 2016 
 

Located at Cross Wind Conference Center 

Hesston, KS 
 

Begins: 6:30p.m., Friday, March 11  

Concludes: Sunday, March 13 at 12:00 p.m. 
 

Possible Topics: 
Understanding Our Hearts 

Grace Vs. Performance 

Dealing With Criticism 

Dealing with Self-Focus 

Dealing with Enslavements 

Moving Toward Forgiveness 

Fighting the Battle 
 

There will be some self-evaluation time after each 30-40 min. ses-

sion.  Sat. afternoon there will be some free time as well as opportu-

nity to be part of an optional discussion group. 
 

For registration, please call 620-259-9390 and leave message or  

Email: hope4yourheart@gmail.com 

UPCOMING FOLLOW-UP RETREAT 

FALL SEMINAR GUEST SPEAKER 

 

Due to some changes at Cross Wind, 

we need to make our Registration dead-

line early or HOPE Ministries will lose 

their deposit money.  Though we know 

it may be difficult to make such an early 

decision, if we do not have a signifi-

cant amount of registrants by Dec. 

11, 2015, we will need to cancel 

the Follow Up Retreat.  The final 

deadline is Jan. 5, 2016. 

 
Retreat prices include the two 

nights of lodging plus 3 meals on 

Saturday and Sunday morning.  

 Prices are as follows: 

Early Registration by Dec. 11 

$250/couple 

$175/single  

Registration after Dec. 11 

$295/couple 

$195/single 

 
If two single people wish to share a 

room, they may split the cost that a 

couple pays.   

 
Please include $50 non-refundable 

(unless the retreat is cancelled) 

with your registration. 

RETREAT COSTS: 



 Recently I spent a few days at 

HOPE Ministries.  They were 

some of the sweetest days of 

my life.  I’ve been following 

Christ for six and a half years 

but in some ways I felt like I 
became a Christian all over 

again.  Without realizing it, for 

most of those six and a half 

years, I thought that God’s 

love for me was based on my 

performance.  I viewed God as 

being distant, arms crossed, 

with a disapproving look on 

His face and it was up to me to 

change His expression.  I was 

not aware of this until recently.  

It has been so freeing to realize 

that my Father loves me no 

matter what.   His love is not 

based on what I do.  Rather, it’s 

based on the fact that I am His 

child.  He made me.  He has 

chosen me.  He loves me with 

an everlasting love. 

 I am on a journey of learning 

to take my pain and frustration 

to Jesus, allowing Him to speak 
truth and comfort to my heart, 

and agreeing with Him.  It has-

n’t been all easy but it has been 

comforting and refreshing to 

realize in a new way that Jesus 

really is my all in all. 

TESTIMONY—by Austin Lapp 
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In the last 3 months HOPE Ministries 

has had: 

 3 new couple cases 

 9 new single cases 

 5 follow-up couple cases 

 5 follow-up single cases 
There have been several one-session 

follow-ups as well as premarital coun-

seling and some interview sessions. 

realize how much Jesus really 
loves me.  I am finding His 
care and comfort to be very 
special and the best I have 
ever known.” 
 

 “I was led to Jesus in a very 

understanding way; not in a 

pressuring way.  The cottage 

was great for a place to talk and 

work out things with each other.  

I recommend anybody to do 

this.  Jesus does solve issues.” 
 

 “Jesus had always seemed dis-

tant to me, but during the sessions 

I was led to a very close-up view 
of Him, realizing He had always 

been right beside me.  I see Jesus 

in a new way.” 
 

 “The sessions were pretty 
deep stuff.  I learned how to 
hear from God , how to ask Him 
questions and actually get an-
swers and I learned what Jesus 
thinks of me in the past, present 
and future.  I have definitely had 
a meaningful and helpful experi-
ence, and I believe that I would 
recommend counseling to just 

about everyone.” 
 

 “Jesus showed us that our hurts and 

feelings as little children affect us today 

in how we respond to each other as a 

couple.  Now we can better relate to each 

other because we understand more of 

why we feel the way we do.” 

“It was a lot of things to go 
through and hurts to talk about, 
but the freedom afterwards was 
definitely worth it!  One thing I 
experienced was Jesus’ love for 
me.  I cannot find words to de-
scribe this feeling but it was to-
tally awesome!  Following are 
some ways that Jesus’ love was 
made known to me: 
 

 Love is: the gift of the cross 
 Love is: Jesus greeting me with 

a gentle smile on his face. 

 Love is: Jesus running to meet 
you with wide open arms. 

 Love is: Jesus being willing to 
hold me over and over again 
when I hurt. 

 Love is: Having received Je-
sus’ love and being able to 
use that love in loving those 
who’ve hurt me.” 

 

 “Although I still strug-

gle with pain and fear, the 

counseling and prayers 

opened up a new way for me.  

All of the ache I felt be-

neath the surface, the 

“squeezed little raisin 

heart” was given soothing 

salve and resuscitation 

and renewal through the 

comfort of Jesus’ pres-

ence and His Word.  In one 

session as we prayed, I 

could just feel myself sit-

ting on His lap with His chin 

on my head and His arms 

around me.” 

 

 “I was amazed at how 
quickly we found the core is-
sues that directly affected my 
lie and the decisions I made.  I 
was relieved from the very 
start that I was finding help 
that would make my life better 
and possible to live without 
pain.  I am in tears every time I 

I thought that 

God’s love for me 

was based on my 

performance. 

Feedback from others... 



THE CENTRALITY OF 

    JESUS CHRIST  
 

 Recently, I have been challenged by the 

centrality of Jesus Christ in reading Co-

lossians 1:13-20. I believe we all know 

that He is great and mighty, but is He 

central in our lives and churches? I would 

like to show you His centrality as we 

look at these verses together. 
 

His Centrality in our Redemption. 

 Col. 1:13-14 He (God) has delivered us 

from the domain of darkness and trans-

ferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 

son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. ESV 
 

It is because of Jesus that we have been 

redeemed to a restored relationship with 

the Father. I often think of what a privi-

lege it is to be called a child of God. If it 

were not for Jesus, I would be lost,  living 

a life of selfishness and destined to a 

Christless eternity. Praise God for Jesus’ 

 
Our desire is that no one will be excluded from opportunity for sessions because of finances.  All counseling is done on a do-

nation basis, and this plus the gifts of God’s people, allow us to be full time in this ministry.  We are grateful for all who have 

stood with us in so many ways and do trust in God's continuing provision.  As a 501(c)(3) organization, we are accountable to 

our board for the finances and the operation of HOPE Ministries.  If you wish to know more details about our finances, please 

contact Julian Nisly, our treasurer, at 620-664-5304. As God leads you to think about HOPE Ministries, please pray for us, and 

if He prompts you to join in our financial support, donations can be made in several ways as stated below.   Tax deductible 

receipts will automatically be issued for checks of $50 or more.   
 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Helping Overcome with Purpose and Encouragement 

work that allows us to be adopted sons 

and daughters of His. 
 

His Centrality as Creator  

and Sustainer. 

 Col.1:15-17 He is the image of the 

invisible God, the firstborn of all crea-

tion. For by him all things were created, 

in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or authorities-all things were 

created through him and for him. And 

he is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. ESV 
 

Jesus came to earth to show us what 

God looks and acts like. Jesus not only 

created all things but He holds all things 

together. This tells me that He is the 

answer to all of my needs: spiritual, emo-

tional, and physical. In His person, He has 

everything I need to continue life here as 

I know it. I believe we often think of Je-

sus as fulfilling our spiritual needs and we 

give thanks to God for providing for our 

physical needs. What about emotional 

needs? That is one we often haven't had 

a place for in our lives and our churches. 

I believe Jesus as the incarnate Truth is 

the answer to all my emotional needs. It 

is not found in a method of counseling or 

psychology but in meeting Jesus in a very 

personal way where His truth takes root 

in my heart. I believe true Christian 

counseling leads people to that Truth. As 

a board member of HOPE Ministries, I 

have found the counseling offered here is 

to bring people to the true Counselor. 

 

His Centrality in the Church. 

 Col.1:18-20 And he is the head of the 

body, the church. He is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead, that in 

everything he might be preeminent. For 

in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell, and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether 

on earth or in heaven, making peace by 

the blood of his cross. ESV 
 

Church as we know it is really an assem-

bly of born again believers who gather to 

encourage and strengthen each other. 

Jesus is the common figure we endeavor 

to lift up. However He is more than just 

an icon of the Christian faith. He is the 

head of the church. As the head, He has 

the right to give direction and instruction 

for the church. If that doesn't happen 

then we become a social group with simi-

lar interests who have no spiritual life. I 

pray that will not happen in our 

churches. Jesus Christ needs to be cen-

tral and supreme in our congregations. 
 

I trust it can be said of you: “All he/she 

ever talks about is Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.”  

He truly is our Wonderful Counselor, 

the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace. I trust you will bow 

your head in worship to His Great name. 
 

 
Julian and Bertha have served on the HOPE 

Ministries Board since 2010.  Julian is a pastor 

at the Center Amish Mennonite Church.  They 
have two children, Sheri and Johan. 

Donations can be done in various ways: 

Send to: 

HOPE Ministries 

Box 103 

Partridge, KS 67566 
 

Call 620-259-9390 to use Credit Card 
 

Go to our website and use the donation 

button through Paypal. 

HOPE Ministries Board Members: 

 

Nevin & Joann Nisly—director 

Lynn & Sandra Miller—Board Chairman 

Julian & Bertha Nisly—Sec./Treasurer 

Arlen & Gloria Mast—Vice Chairman 

Ray & Gina Miller—Board Member 

Gene Miller—Board Member 

From a Board Member: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Julian & Bertha Nisly, Sheri and Johan 


