
HOPE Ministries seeks  
to help individuals  
explore patterns that 
may have developed 
over their lifetime and 
provide opportunities 
to allow Jesus to bring 
healing and hope to their 
lives in fresh ways. 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday & Friday  
9:00am—1:00pm

“Those who hope in the Lord  
will renew their strength.  

They will soar on wings like eagles” 

Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)

The end of January our five year old dog 
disappeared. We looked all over the place 
to no avail. It was quite unbelievable that 
she would run away for a long period of 
time because she is so dependent on us. Yet, 
she was nowhere around.

We posted on a facebook page that she 
was missing. Someone reported they 
had spotted her about 1½ miles from our 
house. We wondered if she could actually 
go that far since she’s such a small dog.  
We quickly investigated, but again we saw 
no little white dog.

Over the next couple of days intense 
hunting continued. Family and friends 
helped us scout the area. As we looked, 
we saw hawks, coyotes, and other wild 
animals and our hopes of her reappearing 
dwindled. After the third day when she 
remained lost, we were pretty sure some 
wild animal had gotten her.

Imagine how surprised we were on the 
fourth day, when someone came to our 
door with our dog on the leash, dirty but 
unharmed! It was a glad reunion. 

During this time, someone posted a com-
ment that bothered me. It wasn’t 
meant to be a rude com-
ment, but it was a comment 
from my dog’s perspective. 
The comment indicated 
that my dog was wait-
ing for me to come to her.  
It indicated that my dog 
thought I was lost or left her 
and she was waiting for me 

to come back to her. The more I thought 
about this comment, the more peeved I 
became that my dog might think I had left 
her, when in reality, she was the one that 
left me. I wouldn’t do that to my dog! Yet, 
in her dog way of thinking, by running off 
in her anxiety and her owner unable come 
to her right away, she may very well have 
interpreted it as, “My owner left me and 
doesn’t care about me.”

How often is that the way we interpret the 
way God may think about us? Bad things 
happen to us and we think He abandoned 
us. We may think He is punishing us. 
Yet, because of our humanity or the 
circumstances that an imperfect world 
brings, bad situations occur. In our “doggy” 
way of thinking, we may find ourselves 
blaming Him for those traumatic events. 
Yet, while we blame, unknown to us, He 
is calling to us to come toward Him—the 
place of comfort and safety.  

Sometimes we struggle to hear that woo-
ing voice in the midst of unfamiliar, un-
pleasant, or heartbreaking circumstances, 
or because of the “loud, clamoring voices 
t h a t may be raging in our minds. Yet, 

He remains the same loving Shep-
herd that He always has been—on 
the lookout for us! Why? Because 
we are His workmanship and 
He has a plan for each one of us. 
He’s out there calling to us, He is 
still loving us, He is still caring 
for us—even if we are the ones 
that pulled away, intentionally  
or unintentionally.

Who’s Lost—The Dog or Me? BY JOANN NISLY
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Echo Faith was born 
to Board Members 
Michael and Jolene 
Hershberger  
on Feb. 28, 2021.

Ministry 
Happenings

Birth Announcement!

HOPE MINISTRIES CLIENTS
JANUARY–– MARCH 2021

7 Ladies
2 New Cases
5 Follow-Up Cases

2 Men
0 New Cases
2 Follow-Up Cases 

5 Couples
4 New Cases
1 Follow-Up Case

Caring for the Heart  
ZOOM Webinar  
and Workshops

Saturday Workshops  
April 17, 2021
There will be two English 
workshops with different 
starting times and separate 
Zoom Meeting links. The topics 
are “Different Ways a Child is 
Damaged” and “How Childhood 
Abuse Affects Adulthood.”
There is a $15 registration fee per 
workshop and a capacity limit of 
90 registrants per workshop.

To Register or learn more:  
www.caringfortheheart.com
IF YOU ARE LOCAL AND WANT TO JOIN  
A GROUP WATCHING THE ZOOM WEBINAR/
WORKSHOPS AT HOPE MINISTRIES, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE HOPE MINISTRIES OFFICE.

Evening Webinar 
April 12-13, 2021 | Mon. + Tues. 
6:00pm-8:00pm (MDT)
There will be two main sessions  
and one testimony each evening.

Topics Include:
•	 Biblical Parenting: Scriptural 

Guidelines for Parents
•	 Rebellion and the Prodigal Child
•	 Going into My Past
•	 Healing a Child’s Heart Using  

the Caring for the Heart Model
This conference is free, but is 
capped at 500 registrations.

HOPE SEMINAR IN IOWA
We praise God for an encouraging week in Iowa in 
February. Nevin and Joann presented four evening 
sessions and met with numerous individuals during 
the daytimes. Julian Nisly and Tracia Ropp were also 
involved, sharing their testimonies and meeting with 
those who had interest in that. We experienced a real 
warmth and openness to the working of the Holy Spirit 
in hearts and lives. 

21 Personal Sessions done in Iowa:

10 Ladies  11 Couples
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Ministry 
Happenings I accepted an invitation to take the In-depth training 

seminar by Caring for the Heart, hosted by HOPE 
Ministries March 1-5, 2021. It was an intense but 
refreshing time to look at how emotional damage and 
sin issues hinder our relationship with God and others 
and how to resolve them. There is much offered to us 
by God and His grace through repentance of sin and by 
bringing our hurting, damaged hearts to Him in prayer 
for healing.

David is a good example of this in the Psalms. He was very 
honest with God about his pain. But he also experienced 
God as his Shepherd, Fortress, Rock, Deliverer, Light, 
Salvation etc. He speaks of being under the shadow of 
God’s wing, Ps 91:1-4, in the shelter of Gods presence, 
Ps. 31:20, being held by His hand, Ps. 37:23 and more. 
A quote by CS Lewis says, “God can awaken in man, 
towards Himself, a supernatural appreciative love. 
This is of all gifts the most to be desired.” David’s heart 
overflows with appreciation, praise and adoration of 
God throughout the book. It seems he always came to a 
healing place in God through his pain. Loving God like 
this and having love and care flow out 
to other people is the most important 
thing we will ever do. Caring for the 
heart principles help with both.  

They say when you don’t know something, you can’t change. But 
experiences and learning are the catalyst of change. I don’t fully 
understand what drew me to the Caring for the Heart in-depth 
training, but I felt deep down that it was something God was 
nudging me to do. It’s hard to unearth words precious enough 
to describe the depth of the experience. I do know God grew my 
understanding and clarified some things for me that had been 
fuzzy for years. There is a ton of content to sift through, but the 
artifacts discovered are worth more than the hard work of digging 
for it. Training has increased the growth of tools in my toolbox, 
and I’m forever grateful.

When asked to encapsulate the week-long CFTH training seminar 
into one word, "inspiring" is what came to mind. Meeting at the 
HOPE office for the Zoom sessions was helpful and enjoyable. It 
gave us opportunities to discuss what we heard, and Nevin and 
Joann were available to answer questions we had. 

When you hear "training seminar" it's understandable if you 
think it's only for those who 
are interested in becoming 
counselors. But these sessions 
are helpful and informative 
for anyone who is interested 
in learning more about 
themselves, relationship 
dynamics, and leading well. 
These principles can be applied 
whether it's in a church, school, 
business, or family setting.  
I'm glad for the opportunity 
I had to participate in a local 
training seminar, and would 
highly recommend it to others.

Jana Harms: 

Amy Glick:

Bertha Nisly:

ZOOM CARING FOR 
THE HEART EVENTS
We enjoyed the opportunity to host 
two Zoom events in our office.

Zoom Conference | Jan. 21-23 
Since COVID, John Regier’s Caring for 
the Heart Office in Colorado Springs 
has begun offering quarterly virtual 
Webinars and workshops. Several 
individuals joined us at our office to 
livestream the January event. 

In-depth Training | March 1-5 
We had five people join us in taking 
this week-long training taught by John 
Regier via Zoom. You will find trainee 
reflections on this page. 

Lorene Miller: 

I had the blessing of attending the In-
Depth Caring for the Heart training on 
March 1-5. The training was insightful 
and practical, and focused on caring 
for each person’s heart and leading 
them to Jesus to allow Him to heal their 
pain. These areas included identifying 
and understanding emotional pain, 
abuse, sin patterns, and pressure 
patterns. I found it especially helpful 
to understand pressure patterns 
better. These include patterns like 
high expectations, anger, control, and 
focus on self – all things a person does 
to try to make someone else do what they want.

It was good to go through each of these categories and 
understand them better. It has already been helpful for 
me at my job as I work with many different patients, 
coworkers and situations. This “way of looking” at 
people’s hearts helps me to see through the “mess” and 
understand a little better what’s going on inside them 
– and find a way to help them and lead them to Jesus.
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I think of the promise found  
in Matthew 7:7-8 “Ask, and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives,  and 
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” Along with 
that we need to have faith and trust that God does love us and will 
take care of our needs.

My father’s death on September 7, 2020, left a big hole that can only 
be filled with lots of good memories and the peace and comfort that 
God gives. My dad was someone who liked to work with his hands 
and could do almost anything. He always made time to help others 
and lived out his faith.

No, he wasn’t perfect; he was human. However, I am thankful that 
I can see past his faults and not blame him for problems that I have 
but can remember his good points and follow the Godly example he 
lived out. I am grateful for what he has taught me. He was 80 years 
old, which sounds like a long time, but now seems so short. 

From the minute we are born, we are getting closer to death.  
James 4:14 says “whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow.  
For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and 
then vanished away.” 

The reaction to Covid this past year has shown how the fear of 
death and self preservation can paralyze our lives. Let’s not let the 
worry of catching a virus or the fear of death take the joy out of our 
lives. Instead, since our lives are like a vapor and God is in control, 
let’s remember to be motivated to live each day to the fullest, be a 
blessing to others, and trust God for our future. 

To Everything There Is a Season  
BY MICHAEL HERSHBERGER

Board Members
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Because we desire that no one is hindered from coming due 
to financial pressure, we do not charge for counseling. We are 
grateful for those who have stood with us, and trust in God’s 
continuing provision through His people.

As a 501(c)(3) organization, we are accountable to our board 
for the finances and the operation of HOPE Ministries. If you 
wish to know more details about our finances, please contact 
Julian Nisly, our treasurer, at 620-664-5304. 

We invite your prayers and 
financial support as the 
Lord lays it on your heart. 
Tax deductible receipts will 
automatically be issued for 
checks of $50 or more. 

Financial Information

Nevin & Joann Nisly Director

Chris & Jolene Yoder Chairman

Julian & Bertha Nisly  
Secretary/Treasurer

Gene L. Miller Vice Chairman

Michael & Jolene Hershberger 
Board Member

Wayne & Kimberly Yutzy 
Board Member

“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose 
under heaven: A time to be born and a time to die,  
a time to plant and a time to pluck what is planted...” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

Two things have made a huge 
impact on my life in the past 
six months;  the joy of a new 
life and the sorrow of death. 
Our daughter Echo Faith was 
born on February 28th and we 
are so happy and in love with 
this new little addition to our 
family. A little person, completely dependent on us 
to take care of her needs; if something isn’t quite 
right she opens her mouth and lets us know! When 
she is hungry, needs a diaper change, has a tummy 
ache or just wants to be held, she lets us know. 

Isn’t that what God wants us to do when we have a 
need? My tendency is to withdraw and be quiet if a 
problem arises and I am struggling with something. 
But Echo is reminding me that in the same way 
that I as her father want to take care of her every 
need; so also God, my Heavenly Father wants to 
take care of my needs. All I need to do is open my 
heart and mouth and ask God for help. In the past, 
not dealing with problems and turning inward lead 
to depression and bitterness in my life. But when l 
humbled myself and turned to God with an honest 
and open heart He brought healing and relief.

 WAYS TO DONATE
1. Visit the website 
2. Mail a check
3. Phone	the	office

Michael & Jolene Hershberger 


